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assured that the Government was determined to respect their religious
habits and usages in all essential points, its interference in the case of
Suttee would neither alarm their fears, nor impair In any degree their
loyalty and devotion to the service."
\fter considering all these opinions, Lord William
Bentinck  formed  the determination of
Abotiijioii_<^ Sa**'    passing an Act for the suppression   of
Bentmck*               Sati     throughout   the    British   Terri-
.tory. Even Rim Mohun Roy was
staggered when Lord'William told him that he had made
up his mind to abolish Sati throughout British India.
Ram Mohtin Roy advised that the prohibition should be
confined to Bengal, and not extended to the North-
Western Provinces inhabited by a more warlike race,
Lord William replied, that such restriction would exhibit
a degree of weakness incompatible with the British
character. "Strong as his nerves were known to be,
his anxiety on this occasion, as the time approached for
laying the Act before Council, was observed by those
about him, and was particularly obvious to chose who
could judge of the workings of his mind from his counte-
nance and demeanour* The only opposition n-encounter-
ed at the Council Board had reference to the clause
which permitted the Nizamut Adawlut to punish the
crime "with death. It was reasonably urged, that to
inflici he extreme penalty of the law in a transaction
which vsnr Government had previously legalized, would
be an act of inconsistency. But the Clause was passed
without alteration, as the Members of Council were un-
willing, by retarding the immediate enforcement of the
regulation, to afford time for .remonstrances from the